
VOTMA comment letter PLP14-0091 Tolay Springs 

February 6, 2015 

Melinda Grosch, PRMD    emailed to Melinda.Grosch@sonoma-county.org 

Cc: Susan Gorin, VOTMA board, Marcus Trotta, SCWA, and Norman Gilroy 

Re: PLP14-0091 Tolay Springs 27673 Arnold Drive, Sonoma 

Dear Ms. Grosch, 

The Valley of The Moon Alliance is a large group with members across Sonoma Valley.  Our vision is to 

preserve and protect the rural character of our valley.  We feel that this proposed project will have 

enormous impacts.  It is located at the southern entrance of Sonoma Valley on Hwy 121 and Hwy 37. 

This is already a congested area with lots of traffic on Hwy 37.  Turning left onto Hwy 121/Arnold Drive is 

the Sonoma Raceway.  They not only have 4 race weekends during which residents avoid the area but  

they have applied for non-racing events (PLP14-0021), including a 4 day concert, wine tasting, and 

venues for other events.  Ram’s Gate Winery is directly across from the proposed project entrance with 

its 36 approved events and a maximum of 200 people each. Add the 300 + additional cars estimated 

daily with the proposed project and you will see a congestion nightmare.  Traveling down Highway 12 to 

121 and 37 is the route that a lot of Sonoma Valley residents use to get to San Francisco and the Bay 

Area. 

Groundwater is a critical factor with this project.  The project location is within an area that is already 

subject to salt water intrusion.  The water levels in at least five shallow nearby wells have been 

measured for the last five years in the Sonoma Valley Groundwater Management Plan monitoring 

program.  They show the water levels in these wells are very close to sea level.  If water levels are 

pumped below sea level it invites salt water intrusion which diminishes the water quality greatly.  Waste 

disposal challenges will be significant both in terms of physical off-haul and on-site water treatment and 

discharge too. 

The size and scope of the proposed operation and associated transportation requirements will 

completely change the rural character of the land with the noise and light pollution, at a minimum.  The 

biological and archeological impacts are unknown at this point but likely significant as well as the 

greenhouse gas impacts.  There is no doubt that the new property owner intends to dramatically 

transform this property and that the likely environmental impacts of the proposed project will be 

significant from any common perspective.  This project will require a full and comprehensive 

environmental impact report. 

Once the necessary studies have been completed in the CEQA process, VOTMA will be interested in 

participating.  Please file these comments in the project file and include us in any notifications of process 

relating to this project. 

Thank you.  

mailto:Melinda.Grosch@sonoma-county.org


Kathy Pons, President  

Valley of The Moon Alliance 

Board of Directors 

  

  

 

 

 


