
 

January 19, 2020 

 

Sou Garner 

2550 Ventura Avenue 

Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403 

Submitted via email to sgarner@migcom.com 

Copy submitted to Pat.Gilardi@sonoma-county.org  to forward to the SVCAC commissioners. 

 

Re: UPE19-0006 – Sonoma’s Finest 2.0 cannabis dispensary 

Dear Project Planner and SVCAC Commissioners, 

Valley of The Moon Alliance (VOTMA) does not have a fixed position yet on cannabis growing or 

dispensaries.  We do however have some questions, comments and concerns about the dispensary 

being located within the Kenwood Shopping Center.  This is what could be considered the town center 

with the community frequenting the post office, restaurant and grocery store.  This location could be 

convenient for some of the community to get their cannabis products, but the owners are looking to get 

more visitors than live in Kenwood.  As with other commercial developments in Kenwood in recent 

years, we are concerned that the burdens on this local community will outweigh the benefits.  It is 

reasonable to conclude that there will be more tourists visiting the shopping center.  This may be what 

the local businesses are hoping but as a resident who goes to the post office daily to get our mail, I am 

worried that we are giving our town center over to the masses.  One hundred more people estimated to 

visit the dispensary daily will be a change.  Security guards that are required will be a constant reminder 

that there is a danger factor with the dispensary. Since we don’t know how other permits have affected 

the areas they are located and operating in, maybe there is a way to ease into this by starting with a 

conditional medical dispensary.  Starting with a cautionary approach would mean with product and 

permit duration. 

Fifteen parking spaces are estimated for the dispensary.  We would like to see a map of the whole 

shopping center showing each business’s parking space allotment.  The parking on the back side of the 
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center has been primarily for the people going to the post office.  It would be prudent to make sure that 

these people are not inconvenienced. 

The traffic flow within the shopping center should be looked at critically. There is one main entrance to 

the center on and off Highway 12. There is a left turn lane on the highway to enter the center however it 

is not long enough to aid in turning left out of the center onto the highway.  This entrance can get back 

up with 3 or 4 cars waiting to exit.  There is an entrance onto Randolph St. by the fire station and on the 

opposite end going through the dentist’s driveway, both lead out to the highway with no signaled 

intersections.  There is not a lot of room for delivery trucks and the route behind the post office and 

grocery store should be designated as one way.  An influx of drivers unfamiliar with these nuanced 

traffic details in a busy area causes concern.  What is the Kenwood Fire Department’s perspective?  A 

specific traffic study might be in order to evaluate the increased visitors and the traffic flow.   

We understand that there will be “no consumption” on site or the premises.  Please define, where are 

the boundaries of “on-site” and “premises”?  Is it the building space itself or does it include the 

courtyard in the middle of the center or the parking lot?  What is the Kenwood Shopping Center 

property owner’s stance on these questions, since this private property performs such an obviously 

public function?  We would encourage Sonoma’s Finest to not increase items, such as benches, etc. that 

would facilitate loitering in the courtyard.  Other businesses have utilized this space for family 

entertainment and wine tasting. 

Will there be annual reviews for the dispensary application?  Do some licenses need to be renewed 

annually?  Would there be an avenue to express problems that may come up? As mentioned before, a 

cautionary approach might look like an initial check in after 6 weeks, then a 6 month and/or 1 year 

check in that could address condition compliance, experience on the ground, including traffic impacts 

and a survey of neighbors and near location businesses to determine whether the experience has been 

positive, negative or neutral. 

Have other locations been considered? 

We appreciate the opportunity to express our concerns and comments here and before the SVCAC on 

Wed. January 22nd. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Pons 

Valley of The Moon Alliance Board of Directors 

 


