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July 13, 2020 

JN 15213.03  

 

 

Mr. Blake Hillegas  

Permit Sonoma  

Planning Department  

2550 Ventura Avenue 

Santa Rosa, CA  95403-2829 

 

ELECTRONICALLY DELIVERED 

(Blake.hillegas@sonoma-countv.org) 

 

 

Re: 1st Response to ADR20-0039 Status Letter  

 Proposed Parking Lot (1194 Freemont Dr.) Amazon Sorting Facility    

 Site Address 22801 Eighth Street East, Sonoma  

 APN 128-442-017 & 018  

 

Dear Mr. Hillegas,   

 

We have reviewed the comments on your letter dated July 2, 2020 for ADR20-0039. Below please 

find our responses to comments below. 

 

Comments and Responses:  

 

1) Project Scope and Environmental Determination - The proposal statement should 

clearly disclose intended use of the parking lot, e.g. for delivery vans and employees for the 

proposed Amazon facility intended to occupy the adjacent Victory Station building. Detail 

the circulation flow and how the parking lot will be used. Provide verification that the off-

site parking area, for which Amazon is presumably reliant, is secured for the same term as 

the Amazon lease. 

Response: The proposal statement has been updated.  See attached.   

 

Because the proposed parking lot is interrelated to the proposed Amazon tenant 

improvements proposed at the adjacent Victory Station building, the environmental 

determination for the parking lot will be based upon site specific project impacts and 

parking/traffic circulation impacts related to the proposed Amazon occupancy. This 

determination cannot be completed until both are included in the traffic and circulation 

analysis currently under review for Amazon’s proposed tenant improvements at Victory 

Station.  
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Response: An updated traffic report by Hexagon Transportation Consultants, Inc. was 

resubmitted July 7th which includes this information. 

 

2) Tree Removal/Mitigation/Landscape Design - Valley oak and other protected trees 

(live oaks) should be protected and preserved where feasible. Where it is not feasible to save 

existing trees, mitigation is required. It is recommended the landscape plan be modified to 

incorporate on-site planting of valley oak and live oak trees in accordance with County 

regulations, i.e. 28 valley oak trees and 18 live oak trees (15 gal size). Note: fewer larger 

size trees may be substituted for 15 gallon size trees. 

Response: Extrapolating the Arborist's report, 16-24" Box Mitigation Trees are required 

for mitigation.  The revised landscape plans show 15 Live Oaks and 7 Valley Oaks.  The 

15 Live Oaks are positioned along the site frontage for screening from the highway.  See 

updated plans attached.   

 

It is recommended that additional tree planting occur within the parking lot and along the 

perimeter of the site to address County Design Guidelines. Guidelines encourage 

landscaping to break up large expanses of pavement. Landscaped islands or fingers should 

be provided every 8-10 spaces, and canopy-type trees should be located approximately every 

30 feet (in 5 foot X 5 foot minimum size planters) to provide a consistent shade area over 

vehicles. 

Response: We’ve added diamond planters along the south end of the parking to add 

additional trees for screening.  With the solar panels planned, this is the only area that we 

incorporated the diamonds.  Also, the parking is for fleet vehicles that will be out doing 

deliveries during the day and parked at night, so there isn’t as big of a need for shading 

for these vehicles.   

 

The landscape architect should clarify how screening shrubs will be planted to screen the 

parking facility from the highway. It appears the proposed shrubs are within an existing 

drainage swale. 

Response: Revised plans show the row of Toyon shrubs behind the slatted fence and out 

of the existing swale.  Overall height of the Toyon will be 10+ feet tall. 

 

3) Solar - It is recommended that solar carports be installed with the parking lot 

improvements to address General Plan policies encouraging sustainable development. 

Response:  Solar energy system will be scaled and installed to provide renewable energy.  

Timing and sizing of the system will be completed upon actual energy use determination 

and coordination with Sonoma Clean Power. 

 

4) Grading and Storm Water - As noted in the referral comments, the site is located within 

a special Flood Hazard Area. A drainage report and engineering analysis demonstrating 

drainage capacity and no loss of flood storage capacity is required. Clearances from Army 
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Corps and CA Fish and Wildlife shall be provided to Grading and Storm Water as necessary 

for any work in or near wetlands or waterways. 

Response: A drainage report and no net fill report have been submitted and reviewed with 

the grading permit for the project.   There are no wetlands or waterways onsite.   

 

Please address how fleet vehicles are maintained to avoid leaking fluids and contaminating 

surface waters. 

Response: No maintenance work or mobile fueling will be done onsite. Fleet 

maintenance is contracted offsite to professional vehicle maintenance services on a 

regular basis. In addition to that, the runoff does drain to vegetated swales that will help 

treat any potential contaminates from the parking lot.    

 

5) Potential Biological Resources - The biological consultant identified one area that 

contains wetland plants, but notes that only resource agencies can determine areas subject to 

their jurisdiction. Please provide a letter from resource agencies confirming that the potential 

wetland area is not subject to regulation. If subject to regulation, provide evidence of permit 

approval prior to grading permit issuance. 

Response: We expect to have a formal response from the jurisdiction this week and will 

forward that to you upon receipt.  

 

6) Sonoma Valley Citizens Advisory Committee - For your information, the project is 

scheduled for review by the SVCAC on 22 July. 

Response: That’s great.  Thank you.  

 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact 

our office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tim Schram, P.E., LEED AP, QSD/QSP 

Principal Engineer 

tschram@adobeinc.com 
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