Valley of the Moon Alliance 2008 Annual Report
During the last seven years, the Valley of the Moon Alliance (VOTMA) has devoted itself to representing the community on issues that affect our beautiful, unique valley and those who live in it now and for generations to come.  

The Executive and Steering Committees have continued working in conjunction with several local and state wide organizations to assure that our elected officials are paying attention to such timely and demanding issues as proposed development, events, county-wide ground water management plans, global warming, traffic safety on rural highways, and preservation of community separators and open space. We researched issues, wrote letters, attended meetings, and presented testimony to a number of public meetings. VOTMA continued to be involved in the 2020 General Plan, which is now before the County Supervisors for final approval. We are hopeful that a large number of changes we supported will allow for a careful, realistic, thoughtful updated General Plan.
Our web site has been under construction all year. Our goal is to have a useful, updated and historic web site in 2008. Major issues, project proposals, water management plan, VOTMA responses, calendar, community input sections are just a few elements we would like on our web site. We would like a more interactive, responsive web site at www.votma.org.
We are still committed to our Vision: Promoting the preservation, protection and maintenance of the agricultural character, natural resources and rural beauty of the valley. We are steadfastly dedicated to our Mission: To provide a forum for research, information, education and recommendations on projects that affect the environmental qualities of the Valley communities.  

The Sonoma Valley Basin Water Advisory Panel continues to implement their plans. The ground water management program is continuing to be developed and installed.  Kathy Pons, a current VOTMA board member continues to represent of VOTMA on the Basin Water Advisory Panel and the Sonoma County water coalitions. We are working hard to learn, inform and participate in water conservation throughout the county. 

Kathy hosted a VOTMA community meeting in October on ground water issues. Guest presenters gave the audience a course on ground water, and water management plans. The Sonoma Ecology Center presented the history of water trends in the community and stream managements plans.  

Since our inception in December, 2001, we have struggled through the 2020 General Plan process from beginning to end. We are still participating in ongoing water issues and continue to reach out to other organizations. We have supported the creation of county-wide coalitions with groups sharing similar concerns. We continue to review, monitor and provide comment on numerous proposed development projects.
VOTMA is concerned about the potential abuse of events and their impacts on our rural community. We presented our concerns about the requests by BR Cohn to expand major events and on the Annadel Flower Company's proposals to add numerous events near Oakmont. We continue to ask our Supervisor to develop a comprehensive program to monitor, control, enforce and schedule event activities throughout the Valley. There are also issues of abusive event gatherings, noise, and all night partying in private homes that the police are unable to enforce because the county has no noise ordnance. The latest abusive events have been at transient rental properties (rented by owners for short periods) which impact on the neighborhood.  PRMD has attempted to adopt guidelines to enforce compliance. At a recent abatement hearing, it became apparent that existing guidelines are not adequate. A VOTMA memo will be sent to Supervisor Brown on our observations and concerns.
We responded to the draft EIR on the proposed Wolf House condo hotel. VOTMA feels that the size and scale of the hotel are out of place with the community. This leads to problems with parking, traffic, lighting, and visual impacts. The concept of a condo-owned hotel operation requires novel and questionable zoning for the area, and the project's financial viability is tenuous, considering that The Chauvet Hotel was to be six individually owned condominiums. It now is advertising for nightly room rates. Is it now going to be a hotel? Does that mean a completely different use than when it was developed?   

VOTMA was formed to provide a focal point for public concerns about changes that will affect the communities of the Sonoma Valley. In the beginning, we proposed that ongoing operations should be funded by a family contribution each year of $100. There are a number of members who every year send in annual membership contributions and we thank those people for their continued support. Please show your support for VOTMA’s ongoing Mission and Vision by sending your tax-deductible contribution today.
We are still looking for new ideas and new members – people who are interested and concerned about the future of our community and willing to step forward to become a part of VOTMA’s leadership. If you do not, who will?
Thank you for your ongoing support!
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