State Water Resources Control Board 

Division of Water Quality 

Attn:  Todd Thompson, P.E. 

1001 I Street, 15th Floor, P.O. Box 2231 

Sacramento, Ca.  95812 

  

Re:  Comments on AB885 Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 

  

Mr. Thompson, 

Valley of the Moon Alliance is a group of approximately 1200 Sonoma County residents concerned about the preservation, protection and maintenance of the agricultural character, natural resources and rural beauty of the Sonoma Valley. 

We feel the timing of these new regulations is poor due to our nationwide economic crisis.  It’s hard to hear about “more government” when you’re already feeling “put upon”.  This is an unfortunate circumstance.  The State Water Board is following the mandate described in AB885, to develop statewide regulations for septic systems.  Cities with sewer systems have regulations on their waste discharge, so other waste discharge systems (septic systems) should be watched as well. No one wants our precious groundwater or nearby stream contaminated from a failing system. 

It seems ambitious to try to develop regulations for the whole state.  “One size does not fit all.”  It seems that either you have regulations that don’t apply to areas because of different conditions or you have regulations so broad based and generic that they become in effective. 

We believe that the regional water boards need to work closely with the county to compare standards and monitoring already required by the county.  Duplication does not bode well with anyone.  It seems the county does monitor most of the engineered septic systems.  We believe these systems, especially the larger package treatment plants, do need oversight to make sure they are functioning properly.  Since most are designed above ground the chance of a contaminating spill is greater.  This could be a critical health hazard. 

For those of us with conventional systems, (septic tank and leach field underground) the county has specifications for installation.  If these are followed you should have a healthy system.  Checking inside the tank for solids every 5 years by an authorized septic person should be no problem.  Make it convenient by authorizing people already in the field.  If the person who pumps your tank can also issue a certificate of inspection, it could be convenient, relatively easy and far less expensive.  A simple program could be developed, similar to the “smog certs” needed to check emissions on our automobiles.  Make it simple. 

We also believe that checking your well water for contaminants is important, not only for groundwater degradation but for the home owner’s own health.  Here again if this process was simplified to checking for coliforms and bacteria only, it could be done at our own Sonoma County Health Department for $22. 

For people who have very old systems and / or are within 600 feet of an impaired water body, there should be provisions to assist these property owners in designing an upgraded system and help with the installation costs.  People should not have to lose their homes over the cost of a septic system.  We firmly believe it is for the greater good that these systems be repaired or redesigned, but without outside assistance there are thousands of people who currently have no way to fund such upgrades. 

For specific areas that have discharge problems there needs to be broader options available through the county permit process.  If sewer lines are not feasible, other more creative options such as composting toilets should be permitted.  This thinking outside the box will take a lot of coordination and cooperation by local and state governments. 

Thank you for providing the public the opportunity to attend local workshops and comment on these proposals.  We look forward to seeing what develops. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Kathy Pons 

Valley of the Moon Alliance 

Board of Directors 
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