September 2, 2011

Karin Theriault, Project Planner

County of Sonoma

Permit and Resource Management Department

2550 Ventura Ave.

Santa Rosa, Ca. 95403

File Number:  PLP11-0017

Project Name:  Hamel Family Winery

Site Location:  15401 Highway 12, Sonoma

APN:  056-012-008

Ms. Theriault,

It has been brought to my attention that within the application submitted for the project above there is reference of “support” from Valley of The Moon Alliance.  I need to clarify this.  Within the “Summary of Neighbor and Community Outreach” document,  it is referenced that on May 18, 2011 John Hamel II  presented the project to a few board members and guests.  The presentation and openness was appreciated.  A discussion happened that was a sharing experience.  

The point I need to clarify is the statement “The community organization supported the project and had no major concerns.”  VOTMA supports people or a family developing  their property within the guidelines of the county and other authorized agencies, however we can’t specifically support another winery in the community.  Also we may not have heard any “major concerns” about this specific project, but there is the list of community concerns that apply to this project.  The visual effect, as seen from the highway, the lighting used after dark, and the number of events proposed are just a few of our concerns common to a project of this type.  There are also concerns about development close to the creek and wetlands on the property.
We wish the Hamel family all the best with their project, but I did feel the need to clarify VOTMA’s position.  Please add this letter to the file before the scheduled SVCAC meeting on Sept. 28th. A hard copy is in the mail.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kathy Pons, President

Valley of the Moon Alliance.

Cc: Karin Theriault at Karin.theriault@sonoma-county.org
John Hamel II at john@hamelfamilywines.com
 Rochelle Campana at sharonski@comcast.com
Jay Gamel at jaygamel@comcast.com
Mark Donahoe at markdonahoe365@msn.com
Del Rydman at drydman1@peoplepc.com
